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Zakheim, Jews in America 
 
 

 
Moses Smashes the 10 Commandments 

Zakheim, 1960 
 



 232 

 
 

 
Zakheim, First Jewish Immigrants in America, 1650 

Zakheim, 1966 
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First Jewish Immigrants to “New Amsterdam (New York), 1650 

Zakheim, 1967 
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Bernard Zakheim Creates Artistic Sculpture of the Holocaust 
Mt. Sinai Cemetery, Hollywood Hills-Burbank, California, 1969 
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Mt. Sinai Cemetery Plot Map 

Zakheim Memorial (highlighted left center) – www.museumoffamilyhistory.com  
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Mt. Sinai Jewish Cemetery, Hollywood Hills-Burbank, California 
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Poetry of Bernard Zakheim 
 
Quite often during his lifetime, Bernard Zakheim wrote poetry. His thoughts dwelled 
upon the troubled world. He had lost most of his family to the Holocaust, an 
emotional trauma, from which he never fully recovered. Zakheim was fluent in 
several languages and frequently translated the poems of others from Hebrew, 
Yiddish, Polish and German works. Three of his poems caught my attention and 
were particularly poignant. They are copied for the reader. Zakheim’s remaining 
poetic works can be viewed in the Appendix. 
 

May in Warsaw 
April 25, 1965 

 
For the extra few years of life and health 
I bartered the cream in my coffee 
and “Polish Kielbasa”.  (Polish Sausage) 
 
In nostalgia I shouted: 
Poland, my Poland! 
My mother’s placenta is buried in your earth. 
 
I have returned from across oceans and many lands 
to live again in the womb of my birth. 
 
With my hands on Jadwiga’s buttocks 
I pressed her to y chest and exclaimed: 
“Moja Polska Ziemia!”  (Mother Earth) 
 
I saw on many walls in Warsaw 
the German Nazis have executed Polish Partriots. 
In my spirit I joined in their agony, 
I looked up with them to the roof-tops and chimneys. No miracle happened. 
It got darker and black. 
 
When I saw the multitude of May Day marchers 
and the prolific lilac in the garden 
of a hero from the Warsaw Ghetto, 
Together they composed the colors for a Renoir painting. 
 
Now, in California in the orchard at the Farm Arts, 
surrounded with exquisite apple blossoms, 
with chisel and mallet I peel out 
a human body in the red flesh of a Sequoia tree. 
 
I daydream of my love, and 
the coal smoke of railroad engines, 
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and the heavy frying from sow belly, sauerkraut 
and human excretion 
All enveloped in the vapor of lilac perfume. 
 
A Statement of Bernard Baruch Zakheim 

 
- - - 

 
 

Poland 
January 21, 1966 

 
Poland, my Poland! 
My mother’s placenta is buried in your earth. 
 
I have returned from across oceans and many lands 
to live again in the womb of my birth. 
 
Black crows. I missed you, for more than two thirds of my life 
in the far lands. 
You are the nostalgia in my youth 
of fear and insecurity. 
 
In my early youth, wandering on the outskirts of Warsaw, 
I saw the horizon for the first time. 
 
 
U saw the telegraph posts becoming smaller in the distance, 
the railroad tracks narrowing down to a point. 
 
The perspective I learned in school 
applied itself to my “Line of Vision”. 
 
I exclaimed, “I am important! 
The sky bows to my eyes; horizon.” 
 
The earth lifts itself up to the line of my eyes. 
When that happened I became conscious that – I am a human! 
 
A Collage by Bernard Baruch Zakheim 

 
- - - 
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The Ecstasy of the Fresco Painter 
November 12, 1966 

 
The pungent aroma from the pine trees, 
multiplied by hundreds of the trees from the forest, 
penetrated the large auditorium at Srodborow, Poland. 
 
Inside the sharp frost was struggling with the heat of the furnaces, 
And the vibration of the voices from the singers of the Jewish Chorus 
Also the nostalgic folk songs. Together. 
 
All those elements created a symphony in union with the composition  
and colors of the fresco painting 
 
Gave the fresco painter spiritual joy and elevated him into an ecstasy. 
 
By Bernard Baruch Zakheim, dedicated as a wedding present to Gabriel and 
rs. Sunshine 
 

 
- - - 
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Bernard Zakheim  
 

1970s 
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Deed of “Farm Arts” Apple Farm Granted to Bernard Zakheim 
 by his wife, Phyllis Wrightson Zakheim 

Sebastopol, 18 June 1973 
 

 
Page 1 
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California Driver’s License, 1974 

 

 
U. S. Passport - Bernard Zakheim traveled to Israel, September 9, 1970 
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Bernard Zakheim with Sculpture, San Francisco 1978 
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An Autobiographic Essay 
By Bernard Baruch Zakheim 

Memorial Day, 1978  
 
On Memorial Day in 1978, Bernard Zakheim wrote an autobiographical 
summary about some of the most interesting aspects of his life 
experience. His “Memoirs” were taken back to the time of the 1930s, 
when he and his wife, Eda Spiegelman Zakheim, arrived in San 
Francisco. The subjects revealed did not progress in any specific order, 
sometimes reverting to earlier periods. I was not able to learn why this 
very detailed revelation of Zakheim’s life was published at this time, 
when he was quite senior, age 82. [Ed.] 
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Zakheim 1980s 
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Portrait of Bernard Zakheim, Drawing by Unknown Artist, 1980s 
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Sketch of Masha Zakheim Jewett at Opera 

Bernard Zakheim, San Francisco, 1980s 
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California State Artist of the Year 
 
 

1984 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 267 

 
 
 
 



 268 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Index of Artworks 
 
 
 

Bernard Baruch Zakheim 
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 Year Title Medium  
1 1908 War Prison in Poland Oil  
2 1918 Harvesters Oll  
3 1918 Portrait of a Polish Stevedore Oil  

4 1918 
Dr. Goldfaden, Warsaw, Poland: Portrait of a 
Polish Stevedore Oil  

5 1918 Polish Fight Scene Oil  
6 1925 Self Portrait Oil  
7 1927 Jews from Poland to Israel #1 Oil  
8 1930 Jews from Poland to Israel #2 Oil  
9 1931 Manservant with Clock Oil  
10 1932 Jews from Poland to Israel #3 Oil  
11 1933 The Family Oil  
12 1933 The Interloper Oil  
13 1933 d'Amour Oil  
14 1935 Eternal Fears Oil  
15 1938 Our Land Oil  
16 1930s Farm Arts Oil  
17 1930s Factory Scene Oil  
     

18 1940 
General DeKalb being carried from the 
battlefield by Jewish American Soldiers Oil  

19 1940 

Revolutionary Patriot Chaim Solomon revealing 
secrets of Red Coat military activities to 
Americans Oil  

20 1940 Chaim Solomon: revolutionary financier Oil  

21 1940 
Colonel Solomon Bush of Charleston with his 
corps of Jewish volunteers-1776 Oil  

22 1940 
Jewish patriot signing the Non-Importation 
Resolution of 1775 to protest the Stamp Act Oil  

23 1945 Massacre in a Synagogue 
Oil-Egg Tempura 

on Masonite  

24 1946 
New Life from Burned Trees in Concentration 
Camp Oil  

25 1946 Furnaces of Lublin Oil  
26 1946 Elsa Koch, the Bitch of Buchenwald Oil  
27 1946 Jewish Partisans in Forest Oil  
28 1946 Krochmaza #8 Oil  
29 1946 Bolshevik Peasants cut down Nazi Wheat Oil  
30 1966 Detail from First Jewish Immigrants Oil  

31 1967 
First jewish Immigrants to New Amsterdam in 
1650 Oil  

32 1920s Three Shakheads Oil  
33 1930s Diego Rivera Painting Mural with Assistants Oil  
34 1930s Two Assistant Louis Shanker and Frank Mechow Oil  
35 1950s Forbidden Fruit Oil  
36 1950s Salome with the head of John the Baptist Oil  
37 1950s Moses Smashes the 10-Commandments Oil  

38 1950s 
Isaiah, "Thou Shalt Beat Swords in to 
Ploughshares" Oil  

38 1950s Red tape – Ticker tape Oil  
39 1960s Self Portrait Oil  
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40 1960s Woman of the Mountains Oil  
41 1960s Nude with Flowers Oil  
42 1960s Untitled Oil  
43 1960s Untitled (Nude in Flower Scene) Oil  
44 1960s Nude Portrait Oil  
     

45 1918 Dr. James B. Sharp, San Francisco   
46 1918 Burgermeister Von Zahn, Berlin, Germany Watercolor  
47 1918 Still-life Watercolor  
48 1920s Sholem Aleichem's "Matchmaker" Watercolor  
49 1920s Warsaw, Poland: Funeral Scene Watercolor  
50 1920s Shalom Sewing Factory Watercolor  
51 1920s Town Clown Watercolor  
52 1927 Carmel Rocks Watercolor  
53 1927 Polish Accountant Watercolor  
54 1927 Jews from Poland #1 Watercolor   
55 1930 Mexican Cantina Watercolor  
56 1930 Mexican Market Scene Watercolor  
57 1930 Jews from Poland #2 Watercolor  
58 1930 Factory Scene Watercolor  
59 1930 [Mexican] Boy With Fruit Watercolor  
60 1931 Mexican Death Scene Watercolor  
61 1931 Mexican Market Watercolor  
62 1931 Professor Bebauer, Pecs, Hungary Watercolor  
63 1932 Pacific Avenue Gospel Watercolor  
64 1932 Adams-Danysh Galleries: Girl Bringing the Veil Watercolor  
65 1932 Adams-Danysh Galleries: Ghosts Watercolor  
66 1932 Adams-Danysh Galleries: Boxing Match Watercolor  
67 1932 Adams-Danysh Galleries: The Clown Watercolor  
68 1932 Adams-Danysh Galleries: Boxing Match Watercolor  
69 1932 Gorgeous Francesca Hart, Paris Watercolor  
70 1932 Polish Jews, Paris Watercolor  
71 1933 Untitled: (The Family) Watercolor  

72 1933 
California Palace of the Legion of Honor: Scene 
from the Dybbuk Watercolor  

73 1933 
California Palace of the Legion of Honor:The 
Master Watercolor  

74 1934 Nahum Zemach Watercolor  
75 1934 San Francisco Longshoreman Watercolor  
76 1934 Harry Bridges Watercolor  
77 1935 Reading the Scrolls Watercolor  
78 1936 Medical Seminar Watercolor  

79 1935 
Jewish Community Center: Scene from the 
Dybbuk #2 Watercolor  

80 1935 Yeshivah Watercolor  
81 1935 Tashlech Watercolor  

82 1936 
Modern Transportation meets Obsolete 
Transportation: Minneola, Texas 

Egg Tempura 
Marouflage  

83 1936 
University of California San Francisco, School of 
Medicine:In the Pharmacology Laboratory Watercolor  

84 1936 UCSF: In a Ward Laboratory Watercolor  
85 1936 UCSF: x-ray Watercolor  



 271 

86 1936 UCSF: The Anatomist Watercolor  
87 1936 UCSF: Dog Surgery Watercolor  
88 1936 UCSF: Anesthesia Apparatus Watercolor  
89 1936 UCSF: Still life Watercolor  
90 1939 Mass Executions in the Stadium Watercolor  
91 1930s U.S. Emperor over Mexico Watercolor  
92 1930s Nude at Clothesline Watercolor  

93 1946 
Polish Cattle Car use to transport Jews to 
Concentration Camp Watercolor  

94 1946 Bab Yar Watercolor  
95 1940s Untitled: Rabbi or Jewish Worshiper Watercolor  
96 1940s Yeshiva Watercolor  
97 1940s Exodus Watercolor  
98 1940s Jewish Defense in Israel Watercolor  
99 1940s Funeral Watercolor  
100 1940s Haganah at rest Watercolor  
101 1940s The defense of Israel Pencil Drawing  
102 1940s WWII Shipyard workers Pen & Ink  
103 1940s Adolf Eichman Pencil Drawing  
104 1940s Holocaust Drawing  

105 1940s 
Destruction of Zakheim homes in Warsaw, 
Poland Watercolor  

106 1941 Tractored Out Watercolor  

107 1949 
Paul Robeson while speaking in Peekskill, New 
York is attacked by stone throwers. Watercolor  

108 1955 
Maimonides, a fresco-design for Maimonides 
Convalescent, San Francisco Watercolor  

109 1960s Zakheim in Vineyard Watercolor  
110 1960s Dancers Watercolor  
111 1980 "Masha (Zakheim) at Opera-San Francisco Watercolor  

     
112 1931 Jews in Poland Fresco  
113 1933 Ancient Jewish Wedding Fresco  
144 1933 Jewish Festival Fresco  
115 1934 Coit Tower: Library Periodical Room Fresco  
115 1934 Alemany Health Center: Growth Fresco  
116 1934 Alemany Health Center: Community Spirit Fesco  
117 1936 Superstitious Medicine, Bernard Baruch Zakheim Fresco  
118 1936 Rational Medicine Fresco  
119 1937 History of Medicine in California Frescoes (12)  

120 1937 
Union Recreation Center: History of San 
Francisco Waterfront Frescoes  

121 1937 Women Walk Free Fresco  
122 1939 Mass Executions in the Stadium   

     
123 1939 Penny-Catcher-Money for the Spanish Civil War Wood Sculpture  

124 1943 
Warsaw Ghetto: Never to forget and never to 
forgive Wood Sculpture  

125 1960 Genocide 
Wood & Metal 

Sculpture  
126 1960 Talmudic Sculpture Wood Sculpture  

127 1960s Moses 
Terra cotta 
Sculpture  
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128 1956 Dancers Mosaic  
129 1950s Cock Fight Mosaic  
130 1950s Fisherman Mosaic  
131 1950s Zakheim-Worker in Field Mosaic  
132 1959 Abraham Attempted to slay his son, Isaiac Stained Glass  

     
133  Sitting Nude Sketch  
134  Welfare Office Sketch  
135  Peasants Walking Sketch  
136  Lady's Face Sketch  
137  Reclining Woman Sketch  
138  Political Cartoon Sketch  
139  Sini Arnbon Sketch  
140  Let Sequeros Paing Sketch  
141  Nude on her back Sketch  

     
142  Woman Drawing  
143  "Bernard's Upholstery Co. Drawing  
144  Lou Baerlow Drawing  
145  Elias Boldtowsky, New York Drawing  
146  Nathan Baby Drawing  
147  Portrait of Zakheim Drawing  
148  Bernard Zakheim self portrait Drawing  

149  
Woman with dress flying in wind: Fresh! "That is 
what the wind it" Drawing  
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Obituary 
 

San Francisco Chronicle, November 30, 1985 
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